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Confederates were spread throughout the valley from Gauley Bridge 

elements of Wise’s force and subsequently directed the Confederate 
forces in the Civil War’s first clash of arms in the Kanawha Valley 
The official accounts of this contest at Scary Creek were written 
by individuals not present at the fighting. However, in a letter to 

hostilities. This epistle, now deposited in the manuscripts collectkm 
or the Huntington Library in San Marino, California, provides inter- 
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The Confederates, however, rallied to stem this attack. Although 
Patton modestly omitted describing his own role in this rally. General 
Wise reported to General Lee that when the Confederate line fal¬ 
tered “Colonel Patton dashed on horseback to rally his men.’” Per¬ 
haps Patton neglected to recount this event fully to his brother be¬ 
cause it might have been misinterpreted. His horse became fright¬ 
ened and attempted to bolt from the field. Horses inexperienced in 
battle are no more anxious than men are to race headlong into smok¬ 
ing cannon and rifle barrels. Initially Patton’s men believed he was 
cowardly abandoning the field, but he managed to regain control of 
his mount and reform his troops. Then, he reports 
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Although he was removed from action by his wound, he de¬ 
scribed the arrival of additional Confederates from the rear and from 
the Guyandotte road. The cheering reinforcements “baffled” the 
enemy who "broke and fled in the utmost confusion. Pursuit was 
impracticable as Cox’s whole army was only 4 miles to the rear, 
our ammunition nearly exhausted, and our little band satisfied with 
the iuuc of the unequal contest.” 

In fact, Patton's conclusion was in error. After he was wounded 
ho troop, panicked a second time and Captain A. G. Jenkins, the 
osalry officer holding his company in reserve, again raffled the men 
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West Virginia History 


of events in the Northwest robbed us of the legitimate fruits of victory 
& Wise was compelled to fall back, to secure communications.” 

In the perspective of history the strategical insignificance of the 
Battle of Scary Creek has understandably caused it to pass un¬ 
noticed. Measured against Antietam, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, or 
Shiloh, of what consequence is a brief check in the Union advance 
up the Kanawha? But not only has Scary Creek passed unnoticed 
in history, it passed unheralded at the time. The accounts of Pat- 
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